2	THE   MESOPOTAMIA**   CAMPAIGN.
At this time, English foreign policy began to concern
itself more and more with Eastern affairs; and as English
interests in India increased, so did the importance of the
Middle East become heightened—so much! so, that, early in
the nineteenth century, we find the possibilities of an overland
route to India via Mesopotamia and Persia .being considered j
and, in 1834, a speeial reconnaissance of the Euphrates
valley being made by the Chesney expedition to report upon
them. However, ultimately M. de Lesseps' project for con-
structing the Suez Canal relegated to the background the
proposition of an overland route.
By the middle of the nineteenth century, the Middle East
had begun to assume political, as well as commercial,
importance to British Statesmen, who had considerable
apprehensions over Russia's very natural desire to obtain a
warm-water port, which, it was thought might well cause her
to seek to acquire territory on the shores of either the
Dardanelles or the Persian Gulf, and thus to achieve a strate-
gically advantageous position with regard to British com-
munications with the East. Alarmed for the security of
India by the prospect, the British Government of the day
felt impelled to adopt a policy of supporting Turkey against
Russia and of seeking firmly to establish British influence
in Baghdad and in Persia as a " set-off " to Russian ambitions
in the Middle East and South West Asia.
Consequently, in the Russo-Turkish War of 1878, the
Turks had the support of our foreign policy and of our
popular sympathy. Por a time, British prestige stood high in
Constantinople and in Baghdad, but the peculiarly cynical
diplomatic coup by which the British Foreign Minister
secured the cession of Cyprus to Great Britain in return for
a pledge to Turkey, which he knew he would never be called
upon to redeem, caused Turkish gratitude to falter. Gradu-
ally, too, other factors—such as jealousy of our commercial
interests in Mesopotamia, and resentment of our occupation
of Egypt in 1882—brought about a distinctly anti-British
attitude in Turkish foreign policy.
Meanwhile, the German Empire was beginning to compete
with British interests in the Middle East, and, naturally, at
once seized the opportunity to " cut out" Great Britain.
Consequently we find, during the last quarter of the nine-
teenth century, every effort being made by Germany—and
being made very successfully—to increase her prestige at Con-
stantinople, at least in proportion to the decline of British
influence there.

